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For | am NOT ASHAMED

of the GOSPEL, because It Is
the POWER of that brings
GOD SALVATION

to EVERYONE

who BEL IEVES: FIRST to the JEW,

then to the NON-

JEW. ROMANS 1v16




Map of Paul's journeys
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EYES ARIE

Big idea: The Holy Spirit opens our eyes to
see that Jesus is God

ESSION 1 SAU

OPR

L'S

EN

ED

Saul was blinded by religion and hatred and
could not see that Jesus was God until Jesus

revealed Himself to Saul. Saul was blinded for

was prayed for by Ananias

three days, but recovered his sight when he
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5-9 years

SESSION 1: SAUL'S EYES
ARE OPENED

GET TO KNOW YOU GAME = Fruitsalad

INTRO

At this point in the Bible's story, Jesus has lived, proclaimed the kingdom of
God is close at hand, died for the sins of the world and risen from the dead. A
small band of followers has been baptised in the Holy Spirit and the church is
expanding rapidly, but not all religious leaders are happy about this. A man
named Saul was very angry about people saying that Jesus was the saviour
of the Jews and he wanted to stop the spread of this message.

BIBLE STORY = ACTS 9:1=19 EYES OPENED Act out or use small world
figures to tell the story

GAME - Blind man's buff
EXPLORE THE STORY

PRAYER = Pray that Jesus would open our eyes so that we would see Hm
clearly and understand who He is

MEMORY VERSE

We are going to learn this Bible verse.

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the
Jew, then to the non-Jew. Romans 1v16

CRAFT = Eyes opened ...go
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5-9 years

GAME:; FRUIT SALAD

Equipment:
Chairs in a circle equal to the number of people playing minus 1 chair

Go around the circle labelling everyone a fruit: “apple” “‘pear” “banana’
or ‘orange’

Person in the middle calls out a fruit, e.g. ‘orange!”

All the oranges switch seats with each other and the person in the
middle has to try and sit on one of their seats

The new person in the middle has a turn to call

You cannot go back to your own seat. You must find a new one each
time

GAME:; BLIND MAN'S
BUFF

Paul was blinded when he saw Jesus and had to be led around by
the hand for 3 days until the word of God was explained to him
and God opened his eyes.

Equipment:
1 blindfold

Blindfold one child
Everyone else spreads out around the room
The child tries to catch the other children

Variation: Marco-Polo: Every time the blindfolded child says
“Marco”, the other children must say “Polo” to help the child
locate them.

_
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5-9 years

EXPLORE THE STORY

You will need: sculpting toy like playdough /plasticine and/or
construction toy like duplo/lego

Set out playdough in one tray and duplo on another spread
out enough in the room so that the kids can have space to
think and build.

Ask the children to choose either the duplo or playdough to
create a scene from the story. For example, they might want
to make a horse, a blind man, a baptism scene, disciples
being imprisoned

As they are building, talk to them about the story.
You might want to ask some of these questions:

1. Why was Saul angry at Jesus’ disciples?

2. Saul was hurting Jesus’ disciples, but Jesus
sald Saul was hurting Him, Jesus. Why do
you think Jesus said that?

3. How do you think Ananias felt about going to
see Saul?

4. Saul's eyes were blinded, but his heart was
blind as well, because he could not see who
Jesus really was. How did God help him to
see clearly?

© Eleanor Delport 2024



ACTS 9:1-19 GOD OPENED SAUL'S EYES 8

Complete the drawing of the face

Cut out the box,

fold along the

dotted line and

then glue the 0{

tab to the box M M
marked on the

forehead

Fold
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PASSION IG

SESSION 2

NI T

ED

Big idea: Saul was passionate to see other
peoples eyes opened too

As soon as Saul heard the good news about
Jesus, he had a passion to tell everyone else
what he had discovered
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5-9 years

SESSION 2: PASSION
IGNITED

GAME - Good news! Jesus is King!

INTRO

Saul was a devout jew who was hurting Jesus' disciples, but Jesus met him on a
road and revealed Himself to Saul. Saul's eyes were opened to who Jesus is and he
was baptised with the Holy Spirit and in water. Let's see what happened next!

BIBLE STORY = Acts 9:20-31 Use small world figures to tell the story or act it out
EXPLORE THE STORY

MEMORY VERSE

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
Romans 1v16

PRAYER

Pray for God to give us a passion to share the good news of Jesus too

CRAFT = Fire flags
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5-9 years

GAME: GOOD NEWS

Equipment: none

After Jesus had risen from the dead and gone back into Heaven,
the news about Him spread from person to person.

Everyone spread out in the room and sit down. One person starts by
standing up and walking over to someone else and saying, “Good
news! Jesus is King!”

Then that person and the first person walk to another person each and
say ‘Good news! Jesus is King!”

Then those 4 people continue to 4 others and say “Good news! Jesus
Is King!”

And so on until the whole group has heard

Go again starting with a different person

Variation: have half the people stand at one end of the room and half
at the other. One child runs with an object like a beanbag representing
the good news and hands it to the next person on the opposite side of
the room saying “Good news! Jesus is King!”

That person then runs back to the other side of the room and hands
the bean bag to the next person saying “Good news! Jesus is King!”

And so on, back and forth until everyone has received the message.
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5-9 years

EXPLORE THE STORY

You will need: sculpting toy like playdough /plasticine and/or
construction toy like duplo/lego

Set out playdough in one tray and duplo on another spread
out enough in the room so that the kids can have space to
think and build.

Ask the children to choose either the duplo or playdough to
create a scene from the story. For example, they might want
to make Paul being lowered in a basket, Barnabas befriending
Saul, a synagogue, people plotting against Saul.

As they are building, talk to them about the story.
You might want to ask some of these questions:

1. After Saul's eyes were opened, what did he
immediately do with the good news?

Why did he have to leave Damascus?
What did Barnabas do that was very brave?
What did he do In Jerusalem?

As soon as Saul's eyes were opened he had a
passion to tell everyone else the good news
too. This passion would take him on many
adventures for Jesus. What do we mean by
“passion to share the good news™

SR
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ACTS 9:20-317 PASSION IGNITED rIRE
r LAGS

When Saul heard the good news about Jesus, a
flame ignited inside him to tell everyone everywhere
the good news.

You will need: fiery coloured tissue paper/streamers and
straws or sticks

Using sticks or straws and tissue paper, create a fiery
streamer or flag and ask God that He would give you a
passion to share the good news with everyone like Saul
had.
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PAUL'S FIRST
MISSTIONARY

ADVENTURE

L

(Session 3 and 4 were originally written as

material for a weekend away)

Acts 13-14
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Big idea: We can courageously share the

good news

Paul and Barnabas went on an adventure to

share the Good News about Jesus with people

In different cities
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5-9 years

PAUL'S FIRST ADVENTURE
SET SAIL

INTRO

Recap Paul’s story so far, which the kids will have done the previous two
weeks.

Paul was a devout Jew who thought that Jesus followers were leading the
people astray. He was so angry about this that he tried to imprison and even
kill Christians. On his way to arrest more Christians, Paul saw a bright light
from Heaven and fell off his horse. He saw a vision of Jesus who asked him
why he was persecuting him. Paul was struck blind by the light, repented and
Ananias was sent to explain the good news about Jesus to him. When Paul
realised that Jesus was the Son of God, he became passionate about telling
others the good news.

GET TO KNOW YOU GAME - Who's got the message

After Paul received the good news that Jesus was the Messiah that the Jews had
been waiting for to take away the sins of the world and bring people into
relationship with God, God sent on adventures to tell others about Jesus. This
weekend, we will be learning about what happened on his first missionary journey.

BIBLE STORY = SET SAIL FOR CYPRUS
EXPLORE THE STORY

PRAYER = Pray for one another for courage to share the good news about Jesus
with others and follow Jesus on whatever adventures God calls us on

CRAFT= Pasta models

EXTRA GAME - Fruitsalad
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GAME: WrHO'S GOT THE
MESSAGE

Paul was carrying a very important message about the love of
God. In this game, you have to guess who is holding the message.

Equipment:

A paper note or envelope

1. Sit everyone in a circle facing inwards, with their hands behind
their backs

2. Choose one person to sit in the middle and close their eyes

3. A leader walks around the outside and drops the message onto
the hands of one child

That child does not reveal that they have the note

Everyone keeps their hands behind their back still and the person
in the middle opens their eyes

6.  The middle child has three guesses to try to work out who has
the message

GAME; FRUIT SALAD

Equipment:
Chairs in a circle equal to the number of people playing minus 1 chair

Go around the circle labelling everyone a fruit: “apple” “pear” “banana’
or ‘orange’

Person in the middle calls out a fruit, e.g. ‘orange!”

All the oranges switch seats with each other and the person in the
middle has to try and sit on one of their seats

The new person in the middle has a turn to call

You cannot go back to your own seat. You must find a new one each
time
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5-9 years

PAUL'S FIRST JOURNEY PART 1
SET SAIL FOR CYPRUS

This Is a paraphrase of the story in Acts 13:1-13. You could use this
paraphrase to act out or tell the story with small world (e.g. playmobil)

A few years after Paul first met Jesus, he helped his new friend
Barnabas to strengthen the church in a city called Antioch. While
they were fasting and praying, the Holy Spirit told the church to
set aside Paul and Barnabas to go on a special journey that God
was calling them on.

Paul and Barnabas got on a boat for Cyprus.

They travelled from synagogue to synagogue from one side of the
island, starting at a place called Salamis, to the other end of the
island, ending at a place called Paphos, telling everyone the good
news that Jesus had risen from the dead and could forgive their
sins.

In Paphos, the Roman ruler of the island, a man called Sergius
Paulus, wanted to hear the message Paul and Barnabas were
bringing, but he had a magician with him, a man called Elymas.
Elymas was a jew but he was a false prophet, who satan was using
to blind people to the truth.

As Paul and Barnabas spoke the truth about Jesus, Elymas got
annoyed. He tried to stop Sergius Paulus believing in Jesus.

Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked at Elymas and said “You son
of the devil, enemy of righteousness, you are full of trickery! Now
the Lord will touch you and you will be blind for a time.”

Immediately, everything became misty and dark for Elymas and he
needed someone to lead him by the hand. When Sergius Paulus
saw this, he believed Paul's message about Jesus.

From Paphos they sailed on to Perga to tell others the good news.
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5-9 years

EXPLORE THE STORY

You will need: sculpting toy like playdough /plasticine and/or
construction toy like duplo%ego

Set out playdough in one tray and duplo on another spread
out enough in the room so that the kids can have space to
think and build.

Ask the children to choose either the duplo or playdough to
create a scene from the story. For example, they might want
to make a boat, an island, a blind man

As they are building, talk to them about the story.
You might want to ask some of these questions:

1. Why did Paul and Barnabas go on their
journey?

In Cyprus, how did different people respond to
their message?

What was Elymas the magician trying to do?

What made the Sergius Paulus, believe In
Jesus?

What might Paul and Barnabas have learnt
about Jesus and the power of the good news
through that experience? (some possible
answers: that not everyone will like them talking
about Jesus, Satan will try to oppose it, but Jesus
Is powerful and able to work miracles)

© Eleanor Delport 2024



CRAFT: PASTA MODELS

Equipment:

Craft mat, glue, bowls and sticks for the glue, different types
of pasta, strong cardboard for base, other cardboard or paper

Each child needs one base card. Glue pasta shapes onto the
base card to make a colonnade structure or other ancient
Greek/Roman looking building.

For example:

© Eleanor Delport 2024
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Paul's first missionary journey
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House of Theseus, house of Roman Procunsul, Paphos, 29 Century BC - 4t Century AD
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Aphrodite temple, Old Paphos,
12t Century BC




SESSION 4. PAU
rIRST ADVENTU
PERGA TO
DERBE

Big idea: Keep going even when it's tough

7 A

ZJ) |

Paul and Barnabas kept pressing on, following
Jesus and telling others the good news, even
when it was difficult and painful

ooooooooooooooooooo



5-9 years

PAUL'S FIRST ADVENTURE
PART 2

GET TO KNOW YOU GAME - Bean bag throw across circle and call out name

INTRO

After Paul received the good news that Jesus was the Messiah that the Jews had
been waiting for to take away the sins of the world and bring people into
relationship with God, God sent on adventures to tell others about Jesus. After
seeing God's power to save in Cyprus, they went on to even harder places.

BIBLE STORY - PERGA TO DERBE = Use the paraphrase to tell the story with
the trailblazer age group and the PLURP! worksheets to study it with the Climbers

EXPLORE THE STORY/PLURP! DISCUSSION
GAME = Message delivery challenge
PRAYER = Pray for each other to keep on following Jesus even when it is difficult

CRAFT = Paul sock puppets

© Eleanor Delport 2024



5-9 years

PAUL'S EIRST JOURNEY PART 2:
PERGA TO DERBE {ACTS 13-=14)

Paul and Barnabas left Cyprus and arrived at Perga. They travelled
overland to a place called Psidian Antioch where they worked hard
trying to persuade the Jews in the synagogue that Jesus is the
Son of God. Some listened to their message, but many Jews
rejected Jesus. The Romans started to listen and accept Jesus as
their Lord. When the Jewish leaders saw this, they became even
angrier and drove Paul and Barnabas out of the city.

That must have been hard for Paul and Barnabas, but would they
give up? No!

They travelled on to Iconium where again some loved hearing the
Good News and some hated Paul and Barnabas for it. Some Jews
followed from Psidian Antioch and stirred up the crowd to stone
Paul and Barnabas, but they escaped.

That must have been pretty scary, but would they give up? No!
They went on to a place called Lystra.

In Lystra there was a man who had been crippled from birth and
had never walked. He listened to Paul and Paul saw that he had
faith to be healed so he said, “stand up and walk!” Immediately the
man jumped up and began walking!

When the crowds saw this they began shouting “the gods are
among us!” thinking that Paul and Barnabas were Roman gods.
The priest from the temple of Zeus, a roman god, tried to put
decorations on Paul and Barnabas and make sacrifices to them.
Paul and Barnabas were shocked! They ran into the crowd and
said “STOP!! Don’t do this thing! We are just people like you!” They
tried to tell them about Jesus, but the crowd were too excited to
listen. Then Jews who had followed from Psidian Antioch and
Iconium came and stirred up the crowd saying evil things about
Paul. They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, thinking
he was dead. But the next day, Paul got up, went and found
Barnabas in the city.

That must have been pretty painful, but would they give up? No!

They went on to the next town, Derbe. They just would not give
up!
After Derbe, they went back to all the towns they had preached to

and strengthened the believers there before sailing all the way

back to Antioch again.
© Eleanor Delport 2023



5-9 years

EXPLORE THE STORY

You will need: sculpting toy like playdough /plasticine
and/or construction toy like duplo/lego

Set out playdough in one tray and duplo on another
spread out enough in the room so that the kids can have
space to think and build.

Ask the children to choose either the duplo or playdough
to create a scene from the story. For example, they might
want to make a boat, a town, a garland, a cripple man
walking, a roman building

As they are building, talk to them about the
story. You might want to ask some of these
questions:

1. Why did Paul and Barnabas keep going?
2. Who followed Paul from town to town?

3. How do you think they might have felt after
leaving each town?

4. It must have taken courage to go back to the
towns where they had almost been killed.
Why did they go back to them?
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CRAFT: SOCK PUPRPPRET

Paul didn't give Ilép telling people the good news. Make a sock
puppet of Paul/Barnabas/yourself and tell each other the
good news of Jesus with it!

Equipment:

Socks, googly eyes, buttons, pompoms, glue, wool, circle
felt/foam/card

Fach child needs one sock, two eyes a button or pompom for
nose, some wool for hair or fabric for head dress. You could also
use felt, foam or cardboard circle folded in half for a mouth

For example:
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GAME: GOOD NEWS
DELIVERY

Paul was tasked with delivering the message of Jesus to
far off places. In this game, the cotton wool will represent
the good news and you will use the paper planes to deliver
the message to the finish line.

Equipment:
Cotton wool, 6 paper aeroplanes (can use template), 2 cups

Set up a start line and a finish line

Divide the group into two teams with half of the team behind
the start line with the cotton wool supply and half behind the
finish line with the cup

When you say go! The teams have to load cotton wool onto
the planes and throw them from the start to the finish line.
Their team mates will collect the cotton wool and put it in the
cups and fly the planes back to the start line.

If the cotton wool falls off before the finish ling, it needs to go
back behind the start line to be re thrown. If the plane lands
before the finish line but the wool is still on it, it can be
reloaded and thrown from where it landed.

When you call time, see who has the most cotton wool
collected.
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