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BIBLE STUDY SERIES AGE 5-11 YEARS
JESUS THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

11 sessions

Author Eleanor Delport

This series journeys through the gospel according Matthew, picking up the theme of Je-
sus being righteous and judge. Key topics covered include final judgement, repentance,
grace, righteousness, rewards, forgiveness, forgiving others, the Lord’s supper, the pour-
ing out of the Holy Spirit and the Great Commission.

Having explored what it means for Jesus to be both righteous and judge, the series culmi-
nates in 4 sessions focussing on the last supper, Jesus’ arrest and trial, His atoning sacri-
fice and the subsequent availability of the Holy Spirit for each of His followers and the

Great Commission.

From session 4 onwards, in each prayer time, the children are invited to pray for the
same friend who does not know Jesus every week. In the penultimate session, there is
opportunity to pray to be filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit and in the last
session, opportunity to discuss ways in which to share the good news with your friends
and pray for opportunities. Hopefully you will have some testimonies of answered pray-

er in the coming weeks!

Each session includes a starter discussion question, multiple-choice word definition ques-
tion, story, game, craft, prayer activity and memory verse. Most also have discussions
following the story. Some have suggested worship songs and opportunity to share the
bread and wine together as part of your prayer or worship time.
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MAIN POINT
Jesus will judge everyone. Those who have repented and been forgiven

will be gathered to Jesus, those who have not repented and
received forgiveness will be punished

WELCOME
Share news and take register

MATTHEW 3
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STARTER QUESTION

A judge is someone who decides what is right and wrong. They reward
someone who does good and punish someone who does bad. What do you
think you would need to be like, to be a good judge? (E.g. wise, trustwor-
thy, etc.)

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Q. What is a winnowing fork?

1. A special fork used to eat spaghetti with
2. A tool for turning over soil in the garden

3. A farm tool used to separate the part of wheat you can eat, the grain,
from the part that you can’t, the straw or “chaff”

(Share resource 1to help the kids picture it)
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INTRODUCTION

Over the next few weeks, we are going to be looking at what it means for
Jesus to be the Righteous Judge. Righteous means being right in God's
eyes. If Jesus says something is bad, it is bad, if He says it is good, it is
good. His judgement is always true. We are going to look through the
story of Jesus’ life in the gospel of Matthew and find out why it is good
news that Jesus is our Judge.



STORY

Read Matthew 3:1-3 John the Baptist had a special job to do. He had
to call all the people to repent, which means to turn away from their
sin and turn back to God. He was calling them to get ready for Je-
sus. Why do you think they needed to repent? (They had sinned)

Read Matthew 3:4-6 Many people came and said sorry for what they had done
wrong. John then baptised them with water. What do you think being baptised with
water is a picture of? (Their sins are washed away)

Read Matthew 3.7-10 Some religious rulers came and John was very annoyed with

1=17

them. They looked good on the outside, but he knew their hearts were full of greed
and pride and not filled with love. What kind of “good fruit” do you think God is look-
ing for in our lives? (kindness, love, gentleness, etc.)

o
o

Read Matthew 3:11-12 Who do you think John is talking about? Jesus! Jesus will
judge every person’s heart and will sort those who love Him from those who do not.
What will happen to those who do not repent and love Him? (Like a tree chopped
down and like chaff thrown into fire, they will be destroyed)

MATTHEW 3

Read Matthew 3:13-17 Jesus was baptised to fulfil all righteousness. It was a pic-
ture of what He would do on the cross when He would go down into the grave with

o
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all of our sin and our sin would be washed away. When He comes out of the water, it
Is a picture of new life. When we repent and say sorry for the things we have done
wrong, God speaks over us what He spoke over Jesus: “You are my child, whom |
love; with you |l am well pleased.”

GAME=—TiIME TO REPENT!

This game is based on what's the time Mr Wolf.

The children line up on one wall and one nominated caller (John the Bap-
tist for this session) sits or stands the other end of the room with his/her
back to the rest of the class. The children shout to the caller “What's the
time John?” the caller shouts a number and all the children step forward
that many paces. Then they repeat until John says “time to repent!”, at
which they run to the starting wall trying not to get caught by the caller.
Any that are caught become catchers for the next round.
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CRAFT
You will need A4 work sheets printed, straws, coloured pa-

per or tissue paper, glue, pens

Ask the children to stick straws on one side of the paper. This is the
chaff. Then tear and roll up little bits of coloured paper to make little
balls. This is the grain. Stick the grain on the other side of the paper. Col-
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our in the picture.

DISCUSSION

Jesus is the righteous judge. Everyone has sinned and done

bad things. We each have a choice whether to hold onto our sin or let Je-
sus wash it away.

If someone says sorry for their sins and asks Jesus to forgive them, what
happens? Their sins are washed away, they become a child of God and God
tells them that He loves them and is pleased with them. They are like the
grain gathered into the barn.

If someone pretends that they have nothing to say sorry for and never
turns to Jesus for forgiveness, what happens? Jesus will judge them and
they will be punished for their sins. They are like the chaff thrown into the
fire.

Holding onto our wrong doing leads to hurt and eventually death. Owning
up to our sin leads to life, joy and forgiveness.

PRAYER ACTIVITY - SORRY STONES
You will need some pebbles, a bowl of water and a tea tow-
el

Invite the children to take a pebble and say sorry for something they have
done wrong. Then put the pebble in the water, wash it clean and thank God
that He has washed you clean and that you are His child and He loves you.

If anyone wants to repent for the first time, then as they pick up the stone,
lead them in a prayer of repentance and rejoice with them as they wash
the stone that they are washed clean by Jesus.

(This is an example prayer: Father God, | am sorry for all the wrong things
| have said, thought and done. | am sorry for not loving You. Please forgive
me. Jesus, | want You to come into my heart. Thank you that You are
washing me clean and making me new. Amen.)

MEMORY VERSE
‘But remember that they will have to face God, who stands ready to
judge everyone, both the living and the dead.” 1 Peter 4:5
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RIGHTEOUS JUDGE SESSION 1: MATTHEW 3:1=17
RESOURCE T—WINNOWING FORK

A winnowing fork is used to throw wheat or other grains into
the air. The straw or “chaff” is blown away by the wind. The
grain falls down on the ground by the winnowers feet. It is a

way of sorting the useful grain from the rest of the plant.



JESUS THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE
Matthew 3:1-17

Straw
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RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

JESUS THE
RIGATEOUS
JUDGE

SESSION 2: MATTHEW 4:1=
11, JESUS S TESTED

MAIN POINT
Jesus was tested and proven completely righteous.

WELCOME

Share news and take register

STARTER QUESTION
What did we learn about Jesus last week? Jesus is the righteous judge

who will judge every person for what they have done.
0

\ ’
MULTIPLE CHOICE - -
Q. What does the word righteous mean? s - >
w

1. It means you have perfect spelling
2. It means you are judged to be right or good before God

. ] i

3. It means that you are right-handed MR
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STORY

Read Matthew 4:1-2 How do you think Jesus would have felt after

40 days of not eating? Do you think He would feel strong or weak? Satan came to Je-
sus when He was at His weakest to see if Jesus really was as righteous as He said He
was.

Read Matthew 4:3-10 Satan tempts Jesus three times and each time, he is testing
whether Jesus will fully trust and obey His Father. What was the first temptation?
(To make bread for Himself). Satan was testing whether Jesus would rely on God to
sustain Him or whether He would fix the problem Himself. Would He use His power
to look after Himself or would He do only what the Father told Him.

What was the second temptation? To prove that the Father really loved Him enough
to catch His fall. To arrive with a big show in Jerusalem.

What was the third temptation? To have wealth and power by doing things Satan’s
way instead of the Father’'s way.



Each time Jesus used the word of God to fight Satan. This is one of the reasons we
learn the Bible! So that we can resist the tempter.

Jesus passed the test, because He knew that His Father loved Him and He did not
need to prove it.

Read Matthew 4:11 What happened when Jesus resisted the devil? The devil left Him
and angels ministered to Him.

GAME—WHAT (S 1T?
You will need ~4 different flavours of crisp and their packets.

Before the game, swap the flavours and packets over and label which is in which. For
example, the salt and vinegar might be in the prawn cocktail pack, the cheese and on-
ion in the ready salted, the ready salted in the salt and vinegar and the prawn cocktail
in the cheese and onion packet. Check allergies before playing.

Jesus was tested to find out what was in His heart. Psalm 34:8 says “Taste
and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.”
In this game you will use your sense of taste to test which crisp flavour is
which.

Offer a crisp to all the children and let them guess which flavour it is.
Score a team point for every person who guesses correctly. Do the same
with all but one of the packets. They are taste testing to see what the
crisp really is.
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For the last round, split the children into two teams, choose one repre-
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sentative from each team and let them taste test the last packet. Whoev-
er says the right flavour first wins on behalf of their team. Encourage the

team to give a big cheer! 0 Z

- - %
DISCUSSION P \ =
When Jesus was tested, it showed what was in His heart and -

whether He had any sin. What did it show Jesus’ heart to be
like? He fully trusts and obeys God. He is completely righteous and good.

When you played the crisp game, if the person from your team won, then
your whole team won and you all cheered. When Jesus passed the test, he
passed for all of us. When we put our trust in Jesus, it's like we join His
team. Because He was tested and found righteous, we are righteous too!
He did it for us!

CRAFT=—JIESUS’ HEART
Draw or make a heart and in it write words that describe Je- ’
sus’ heart
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ERIGHTEOUS JUDGE

sl
PRAYER ACTIVITY ( Y
You may wish to split into three groups to pray. Think about
Jesus’ heart. Go around the circle, praying “Thank you Jesus
that Your heart is..[good, righteous, pure, sinless, perfect, kind, loving,

”

trusting, etc.]

Then pray this repeat after me prayer:
Thank you Jesus that you passed the test.
When my heart is tested, help me to love like Jesus.

Thank you that because Jesus is righteous, | am righteous too. Amen

MEMORY VERSE
‘But remember that they will have to face God, who stands ready to
judge everyone, both the living and the dead.” 1 Peter 4:5

If your group needs an extra running around game, you could

EXTRA GAME @

use “Time to repent!” or one of the games listed in "Extra
Games” (resource 10, Page 49-50) .

\ ’
EXTRA DISCUSSION - -
If you have time, you could think through what kind of tests ) \
and temptations your group faces and how Jesus can help you ~

in those.
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SESSION 3: MAT!
16, TRUE BLE
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MAIN POINT
When we love, even though it is hard, we will receive are-
ward from God. Jesus calls this blessed

WELCOME

Share news and take register

STARTER QUESTION
Can anyone remember the story from last week? (Jesus was tested by Satan

and He fully trusted and obeyed God the Father)
Who do you think the happiest people on earth are?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Q. What are blessings?
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1. God’'s gifts, favour and protection
2. Nice thoughts
3. A type of pudding

INTRODUCTION
After Jesus had been tested in the wilderness, He started telling people about the king
dom of God. Lots of people listened to Him. There were rich people, lots of poor peo-

S5 MIRLLYIA

ple, lots of hungry people, a few well fed people, people who were being badly treated
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by Roman soldiers and Jesus wanted to tell them what true blessing looks like.

9L=1

GAME—IS iT BETTER TO BE...

Ask all the children to stand up. Ask the following questions
and if they think the answer is A then they run to one side of
the room, if B they run to the other (point at which side is which each time
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so they know).

1. Is it better to be (A) happy or (B) sad?
2 Is it better to be (A) hungry or (B) full?
3. Isitbetter to be (A)rich or (B) poor?
4

Is it better to be (A) hurt for telling the truth or (B) not hurt but you
don't tell the truth?

STORY
Read Matthew 5:1-16

How do you think the crowd would have felt hearing what Jesus said? Would they
have been surprised? Confused? Encouraged? Upset?

DISCUSSION

The blessings that we just read describe people in difficult

situations, who chose to trust God and love people even when it hurts. Je-
sus said that each of them would have areward. For example, Jesus said,
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, because they will be called sons of God".
It's not easy when people are arguing, to bring peace, but when we do
this, God is pleased with us and says we are acting like Him! He will re-
ward us for loving people even when it is difficult.

ACTiVITY— PEACE-MAKING AND REWARDS

You will need a bucket marked with a cross. A bag of black (or grey/red) duplo
blocks, a bag of yellow duplo blocks, a bag of blue duplo blocks. (You could use lego
bricks, number blocks or something else that has different colours that join to make
a tower.) When you read “+Blue” add a Blue block to a tower. “+ yellow”, add a yel-
low “+Black” add a black or grey/red if you are using these instead.

See Resource 3 for the script and instructions

CRAFT

As therighteous judge, Jesus not only decides whether or not we get

to be with Him in the New Heavens and New Earth, but He also gives us rewards for
how we live our life. Every time we love, even though it is hard, we are storing up
treasures in Heaven. We are going to make medals to remind us that there is a re-
ward waiting for us, when we keep loving people, even when it is difficult.

You will need card, string or ribbon, pens, scissors, gem stickers, stapler
or selotape. (You may prefer to pre-cut some circles and hole punch the
tops to thread string through, depending on your group)
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Draw and cut out a card circle. Decorate it with gems and colour it in as
medal. Tape or staple string or ribbon to the top of the circle to make a ned
band.

GAME—WHACKY RACES

Set up a start and finish line and try these races and any oth-

ers you think of. If you have a lot of children, relay races might be better to
stop collisions. Whenever anyone crosses the finish line, even if they are in
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