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BIBLE STUDY SERIES AGE 5-11 YEARS
SAMUEL: A NEW KiND OF PRIEST (1 SAMUEL CHAPTERS 1=17)

10 sessions

Author Eleanor Delport

This series looks at God's response to a faithless generation of priests from the tribe of
Levi, how he uses the prayer of faithful Hannah to raise up a new kind of Priest, Samuel,
and eventually a new kind of Priest King, David, who has a heart after God’s own heart.

We explore the big theme of faith and trust in God: how Eli and his sons, the Israelites
and King Saul struggled to trust and obey God, which led to tragedy and separation from
God’'s presence, but Hannah, Samuel, Jonathan and David, put their trust in God and God

uses them to bring about His deliverance for His people.

As well as the big theme of faith, we encounter topics such as obedience, sin, repent-
ance, atonement, God's mercy, worship, prayer and the role of the Holy Spirit in anoint-
ing and helping those who put their trust in Him.

The series includes worship activities, times to share the bread and wine together, pro-
phetic activities and opportunity to pray for healing for one another and those you know.
The final session takes a broader look at where Samuel and David, both with ancestors
from Bethlehem Ephrathah, fit into God’s big salvation plan and focuses on how God
changed Bethlehem Ephrathah from a place of sorrow to a place of hope and life in Je-
sus, our great High Priest.

Each session includes a starter and multiple choice question, story, game, craft, prayer
activity, memory verse and many have discussions, worship, prophetic activities and ad-
ditional games too. Thereis also a list of extra games in Resource 10.
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2= SESSION 1: 1 SAMUEL 1,
S S HANNAH'S PRAYER
MAIN POINT

Like Hannah, we can trust God and pray to Him even when situations
look impossible. Let’'s remember to thank Him for His help and love

WELCOME

Share news and take register

STARTER QUESTION
If you could ask God for anything, what would you ask for?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Q. What does a Priest do?

1. Lead armies
2. Look after a farm
3. Pray, teach people about God, help people worship in God's house

In this story, Eli the Priest is a man who works in the tabernacle, a spe-

cial tent where God was worshipped.

INTRODUCTION

The book of Samuel comes at the end of the time of the judges. It is after
God’'s family, the Israelites had gone down into Egypt with Joseph and
had been brough up again with Moses. God showed the Israelites His pow-
er and love for them when He rescued them from Egypt and when He

brought them into the promised land with Joshua. He promised that He
would look after them if they continued to follow Him and worship Him,
but He also warned them that that if they stopped worshipping Him with
all their hearts and started trusting other things to help them, they would
fall into the hands of their enemies. God wanted true worshippers.

When the people went into the promised land they all said “We will wor-
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ship you!” and they had Priests from Moses’ brother Aaron’s family who
helped them worship. After Joshua died, however, they started worship-
ping other gods. Every now and again the people would realise they had
done wrong and turn back to God in prayer and God would send them a
judge to help them. However, most of the time they did whatever they
felt like and forgot how to love God and how much God loved them. God
was longing for someone who would worship Him with their whole heart,
rescue His people and lead them to worship Him too. | wonder who He
would send...

STORY

Read 1 Samuel 1:4-10 Hannah longed for a son. She was very upset

that she could not have children. She was so upset that she cried and refused to eat
food. Sometimes we have things in life that upset us. What did Hannah do when she
was upset?(She cried, prayed and fasted)

Read 1Samuel 1:11-20 Even after many years of sadness, Hannah still believes that
God can help her. She trusts God and promises to give her son to God, to serve and
worship God, if God will give her a baby. Do you think it would have been easy for
Hannah to trust God after a long time of waiting?

Read 1 Samuel 1:21-28 Hannah names her son Samuel which means “God hears me".
She give s her son to God just as she promised she would. God was longing for chil-
dren too. He was longing for children who would love and trust Him. Do you think
Hannah was a true worshipper who trusted God with all her heart? Why do you think
she gave Samuel back to God?(To say thank you)

Samuel was going to grow up in the tabernacle, God's special tent where people
met with God. Samuel was going to learn to be a priest, but not one from Aaron’s
line, not from the tribe of Levi, like all the other priests. He was going to be a new
kind of priest.

GAME—RELAY GAME

Hannah was a woman of faith, she trusted God even with

impossible looking situations and she remembered to say thank you when
God helped her. In this game, we are going to practise saying thank you
when we receive the ball/baton/bean bag. The winning team is the one
who says the most “thank you”s

You will need: balls/batons or bean bags

Line up the children in two teams at one end of the room. Each child must
run to the other end of the room with their ball/baton/beanbag and back
to the start line to hand the object to the next person. When each person
has run, the team sits down. Remember to praise the most thankful team!



CRAFT—THANKSGIVING BOOK

Fold a piece of paper into a 4 page booklet (half and half

again) and think of 4 ways you can say thank you to God or, if

that is too tricky, 4 things you are thankful for. Write or draw these one
on each page (Ways to give thanks might be things like: sing, give a gift,
draw a picture, show kindness, dance, speak)

PRAYER ACTIVITY - ...
Is there anything you have prayed for that God has an-
swered? Let's give thanks for those things

What would you like to pray for this week? Remember that you can ask
God for anything and He hears us.

EXTRA PRAYER GAME

Go around the circle and try thanking God for something for every letter
of the alphabet (first person: thank you God for aeroplane; next person:
thank you God for bananas;.. etc.)

MEMORY VERSE

Hannah trusted in God and poured out her heart to God in

prayer. God turned her sadness into joy and Hannah gave thanks. We are
going to learn a memory verse that encourages us to trust God and talk to
Him about everything. It is from a song in the book of Psalms.

“Trustin God at all times, O peoples. Pour out your heart to Him. God is our strong
tower.” Psam62.:8

God is like a strong tower for us, because He protects us and keeps us
safe. Let's learn the verse together.
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SESSION 2: 1 SAMUEL 3,
GOD CALLS SAMUEL

MAIN POINT
Samuel learnt to understand when God was speaking to Him. God speaks

to us too and we can learn to understand Him as well.

WELCOME

Share news and take register

N

AN
STARTER QUESTION

Do youremember the story from last week? (Hannah prayed for a son, God
heard her and gave her a son, Hannah gave thanks)

Has God answered any prayers this week that you would like to share?
I

“ 4
MULTIPLE CHOICE _®_
Q. What is a prophet? y (N
1. someone who tells stories hd

2. someone who hears from God and tells others what they have heard

3. someone who performs puppet shows

+. i ' ¢
STORY P4
Read 1 Samuel 2:11 When Samuel grew up with Eli the Priest in the
house of the Lord, what do you think he was training to be? (A priest)
Do youremember what a priest does? (Pray, teach people about
God, help people worship, ministers in the house of God)

Read 1 Samuel 3:1-10 One night when Samuel was lying next to the Ark of the Cove-
nant, which was where God's presence was, God called to Samuel. At first, he didn't
recognise God'’s voice, because he hadn't heard it before, but soon he learnt to hear

to God and speak with God.

Read 1 Samuel 3:11-15 God gave him a message about Eli the Priest. What do you
understand God's message to mean? Why do you think Samuel was afraid to tell ELi?



Read 1 Samuel 3:16-21 Eli had already been warned by the Lord in chapter 2 that God
was not pleased with him and his sons. They were supposed to be God’s light to the
nation, but they were hurting people and sinning against God. Now Eli was beginning
to understand that God was raising up Samuel to be a priest and prophet after God's
own heart, who would hear and obey God. We can hear and obey God too.

GAME—GRANDMA’'S KEYS
Samuel learnt to listen to God and recognise when He was
speaking. We are going to have a listening game now

You will need: a set of keys and a blindfold

Keys in the middle of a circle. Someone closes their eyes. Everyone is qui-
et. Someone is chosen to take the keys without the person in the circle
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hearing and go round the circle and back to their space. The person in the
circle has to try and point out the sound. (Can use a blind

fold) /
CRAET ’

Colouring sheet (Resource 1, Page 11) 0
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What ways does God speak to us? (You might talk about —
scripture, creation, other people, words, pictures, dreams,
visions, any other ways you can think of
y ys'y ) I
Y,
PROPHETIC ACTIVITY (

Put some worship music on and give each of the children a
pencil and paper

Ask the children to sit or lie with their eyes closed listening
Ask God to give the children a picture or word
When the children want to, they can draw or write something

Ask them to share with the group what they have drawn/written

PRAYER ACTIVITY

Leading on from the prophetic activity, pray into whatever has come up

Ask if there is anything else the children would like prayer
for that day

MEMORY VERSE
As Samuel learnt to hear God's voice, he learnt to trust Him

9
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and talk to him about everything in prayer. Can you remember our memory
verse?

Let's practice it!

“Trustin God at all times, O peoples. Pour out your heart to Him. God is our strong
tower." Psam62:8

EXTRA GAME

If your group needs an extra running around game, you could

use one of the games listed in "Extra Games” (Resource 10, Pages 45-
46) .
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The lsraelites were being besten by their enemies, the Philistines, in battle

1 | L A
| samuel chapter 4

- Lovenant would save them. The
priests brought t, thinking they
tould use bod's presence even

though they did nat love bod
\ s v

The lsraelites had been bresking bod's covenant and
warshipping ather qods...

The Philitines thought that their god Dagon had besten
|srael’s bod, so they put the Ark in Dagon's temple

A 11 !
| Samuel chapters 5-6

But Dagan could nat stand in bod's presence
and the statue of Dagon fell and brokel

el IACR

The Ark had left JUWD A | _and it retumed to

the land of Judah

the lnd of Ephraim, J
where the ; IF "_"j) k where, one day,

unfaithtul priests i-_ new kind of priest

had been... would arise.

This Priest would love bod and keep His ways. He would conquer all other
spirituzl pawers and save bod's peaple from their enemies forever

The Philistines realised that lsraef's bad
was stronger than their gods. They were

afraid and sent the Ark back to lsrael @ @
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SESSION 3: 1 SAMUEL 4-5,
SIN SEPARATES

MAIN POINT
Even when we sin, it separates us from God, but God has made a way to
wash us clean and come back to Him.

TINNWVYS
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WELCOME

Share news and take register

STARTER QUESTION

What do you remember that we talked about in the last two weeks?
(Hannah praying and giving thanks, Samuel learning to listen to God)

If your parents warn you not to do something and you disobey them, what
happens?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Q. What was the Ark of the Covenant?

1Sd1dd 50 AN AAIN ¥

1. A boat
2. A circle
3. A box

What was special about this box? It represented God living with His people,
by His Holy Spirit.

(Just in case someone asks: It was made of wood overlaid with gold. It con
tained the 10 commandments written on stone tablets, a jar of manna, Aa

ron's staff. Had gold winged cherubim on top over the lid, called the "mercy
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seat”, representing God's throne. It had 4 rings for poles to go through for
Levites to carry it.)

STORY

Read 1 Samuel 4:1-3 The Philistines were the enemies of the Israel-
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ites. On this occasion, they were losing the battle. Why do you think they wanted to
get the Ark of the Covenant and bring it to the battle field? (They thought it would
make God win the battle for them)

Read 1 Samuel 4:4-8 When the Ark of the Covenant came into the camp, how did
the Israelites react? (Excited and rejoiced) How did the Philistines react? (Afraid)

Read 1 Samuel 4:9-11 Why did God allow the Ark of the Covenant to be captured by
the Philistines? (The Israelites kept turning against God. The priests, Eli and his sons,
were continually sinning and not obeying God's good way of loving people. God
warned them again and again that He would remove His presence from them, but
they didn’t listen.)

Read 1 Samuel 5:1-4 The Philistines thought that they had captured the Ark of God,
because their god Dagon was stronger than the God of the Israelites. How did God
show them that He was stronger than Dagon?( The statue of Dagon fell over and was
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