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13 sessions
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This series journeys through the gospel according to Luke looking at the theme of the
Kingdom of God. (First session is from Matthew’s account of the nativity, otherwise all
other sessions are from the gospel of Luke) We introduce the topic of spiritual warfare
in terms of the kingdom of God vs the kingdom of darkness and explore how Jesus push-
es back the works of darkness and begins to grow His Kingdom through the gospel of
Luke.

Key topics covered include:

King of the Kingdom = Jesus

Enemy of the Kingdom = Kingdom of darkness, Satan and unclean spiritual powers
Protector of the Kingdom = God

Entrance to the Kingdom = repentance

Authority of the King/Power of the Kingdom = heal, deliver, resurrect, forgive

People of the Kingdom = all who ask for forgiveness, people from every culture/nation
Way of the Kingdom = love, mercy, forgiveness, service

Hope of the Kingdom = Heaven

Expansion of the Kingdom = Great Commission, the Church

Each session includes a memory verse game, story, discussion questions, game, craft

and prayer activity.
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SESSION 1: MATTHEW 2:1-
15

| N

BIRTH OF THE KiNG

MAIN POINT

God’s kingdom brings life and light, Satan tries to bring death and dark-
ness. God kept Jesus and His family safe from harm and can keep us
safe too.

WELCOME

Share news and take register

Recap group rules

PRAY

Invite a child or leader to pray for the morning

INTRODUCTION

When Jesus came to earth, He came announcing that the “Kingdom

of God was at hand”, meaning it was so close you could reach out and touch it. We
are going to look at the stories of Jesus'life in the Bible to find out about this king-
dom of God, what it is like and how powerful it is.

Wherever someone accepts Jesus as King and starts to follow Him, we are going to
see the kingdom of God growing, but there is another kingdom. The kingdom of
darkness is where people listen to Satan's trickery rather than God's truth.

ACTIVITY GAME—TWO KiNGDOMS

Assign one end of the room “kingdom of light” and one end

“kingdom of darkness”. Read out the list below and after each item the
children must run to one end or the other to say whether they think it
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comes from the kingdom of light or the kingdom of darkness.

Love Famine Peace Forgiveness Stealing
Hate Joy Anxiety War Generosity
Angels Care Despair Selfishness Family
Demons Life Death Truth Loneliness
Blessing Violence Lies Health Sickness
59)
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Inour first story, look out for how the kingdom of darkness tries to
stop the kingdom of God from even getting started and see what hap-
pens.

Read and /or act out Matthew 2:1-15
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DISCUSSION

When King Jesus was born, who travelled from a far off

o
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country to worship Him?

Why was King Herod not happy about the news?

How did Satan try to stop the Kingdom of God in this story?
How did God keep King Jesus safe?

God's kingdom brings life and light, Satan tries to bring death and dark-
ness. God kept Jesus and His family safe from harm and can keep us safe
too.

KINGDOM OF GOD

GAME—BLIND MANS BUFF OR HIDE AND SEEK
If your venue lends itself to hide and seek, play hide and
seek, remembering how God hid Jesus’ family in Egypt. If it is not an easy

space to play hide and seek, play blind man’'s buff instead. One person is
blindfolded and seeks the other children who are not blind folded.



PRAYER ACTIVITY
Thank God that He is looking after you and sent His son Jesus

to save us.

Ask each other if anyone wants prayer for anything this week and pray for
each other.

MEMORY VERSE
“He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom
will never end.”

Luke 1:33

CRAFT—HANGING DECORATION MEMORY VERSE

You will need: Print outs of resource 1(Page 8) printed double

sided, pens or pencils, scissors, glue, (laminator)

Colour in and cut out the doorhanger. Fold along the dotted line and stick
back to back. If you have a laminator available, Laminate and encourage
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the children to be learning the verse over the next few weeks.
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KINGDOM OF GOD: MATTHEW 2:1=-15
RESOURCE 1T—CRAFT SESSION 1

AE WILL RULE OVER)AE WILL RULE OVER
THE PEOPLE OF THE PEORLE OF
JACOB FOREVER. JACOB FOREVER.

HIS KINGDOM WILL » IS KINGDOM WILL

NEVER END. NEVER END.
LUKE 1:33 LUKE 1:33
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SESSION 2: LUKE% :14-3C
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BIRTH OF THE KiNGDOM

MAIN POINT
Satan tried to stop the kingdom of God growing, but he could not. God
kept Jesus safe and can keep us safe.

WELCOME
Share news and take register

Recap session rules

PRAY

Invite a child or leader to pray for the morning

MEMORY VERSE GAME—HOPPING RELAY
You will need two sets of memory verse cards (pages 42-45)

Divide the children into two teams and line up behind the start line. The

first children hop from one end of the room to the other, pick up a card

with words from the memory verse on and hop back to their team. The

children take it in turns in a relay to collect all the words from the

memory verse and then put them in order.

“He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never

end.”

Luke 1:33
+. i ' ¢
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STORY

Last week we started looking at the kingdom of God and found out



that, when God's anointed King Jesus was born, Satan tried to use King Herod to kill
Jesus, but God kept Jesus and His family safe. Today we are going to learn about
what happened when Jesus started telling everyone about His kingdom.

Read and /or act out Luke 4:14-30..
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DISCUSSION @

What did Jesus say His kingdom would look like? -

Why do you think the people of Nazareth struggled to recognise that Jesus
was King?

How did Satan try to stop the kingdom of God growing?
How did Jesus escape?

When Jesus started telling people about His kingdom, Satan tried to kill
Jesus again! But God kept Him safe again.

GAME—GIANT KNOT
Jesus could have been caught up in the crowd, but instead
walked straight through everybody! We are going to play a crowded game.
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Everybody stand in a circle, then walk towards the centre of the circle all

)
o

at once and grasp the hands of two other people at random. You are now a
giant knot of people! Without letting go hands, try to untangle yourselves.
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PRAYER ;.'%
Father God showed Jesus that He would look after Him. E
Thank God for looking after us. Pray for anything you are worried about l
this week.
CRAFT—JIESUS WALKS THROUGH THE CROWD ’

You will need: Printouts of resource 2 (page 9), scissors, lol-
lipop sticks, glue or tape, pens or pencils.

Colour in the picture and cut out the Jesus figure. Cut the two straight
slits in the paper where marked. Stick the Jesus figure to the end of a hori-
zontal lollipop stick and thread the stick through the two slits to make a
moving picture.
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KINGDOM OF GOD, LUKE 4:38=44
SESSION 3 WORKSHEET
RESOURCE 3

AE WILL RULE OVER THE PEOPLE OF JACOB FOREVER.
HIS KINGDOM WILL NEVER END.
LUKE 7:33
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POWER OF THE KINGDOM—HEALING AND DELIVERANCE

MAIN POINT
King Jesus has authority to heal the sick and deliver the demon-oppressed

WELCOME

Share news and take register

Recap session rules

PRAY
Invite a child or leader to pray for the morning

MEMORY VERSE GAME—THREE LEGGED RACE
You will need two sets of memory verse cards (pages 42-45)
and two leg ties.

Divide the children into two teams and line up behind the start line. The
first children walk three legged from one end of the room to the other, pick
up a card with words from the memory verse on and walk three legged
back to their team. The children take it in turns in a relay to collect all the
words from the memory verse and then put them in order.

“He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.”

Luke 1:33

STORY
Last week, Jesus started telling everyone about His kingdom and Sa-
tan tried to kill Him by having people throw Him off a hill, but God kept Jesus safe.

Now we are going to read about what happens when God's kingdom comes in power.
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Read and /or act out Luke 4:38-44

DISCUSSION
The kingdom of darkness is full of sadness and death. In what ways
did Jesus defeat darkness and grow the kingdom of God in this sto-

ry?

GAME—STUCK IN THE MUD

Jesus comes to rescue people and bring them healing and

deliverance by His power. We are going to play a rescuing game, stuck in
the mud.

Choose someone to be “it". They chase the other children and tag them.
When they are tagged they stand still with their legs apart waiting for
someone else to crawl through their legs and free them. The game ends
when everyone has been tagged at once or you set a time limit and run out
of time.

PRAYER
As King of kings, Jesus has power to cast out demons and
heal the sick. Let's pray for people we know who need to experience Je-

sus’ power in their lives.

If you could ask God for one miracle, what would it be? Pray together

CRAFT—CROWNS
You will need card, scissors, tissue paper, jewels to stick
on, pens

Cut a crown shape out of card, decorate, write the memory verse on the
crown

ALTERNATIVE CRAFT—WORKSHEETS
You will need printouts of the resource 3 worksheet (page 12) and pens or
pencils

14
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SESSION 4: LUKE 5:17-26
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POWER OF THE KiINGDOM—FORGIVENESS

MAIN POINT
King Jesus has authority to forgive sins. Jesus will forgive anyone who
opens their heart to Him.

N

WELCOME
Share news and take register

Recap session rules

PRAY

Invite a child or leader to pray for the morning

MEMORY VERSE GAME—TREASURE HUNT

You will need one set of memory verse words (pages 42-
45).

Hide the words and ask the children to find them and put them in order.

“He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never
end.”

Luke 1:33
+, i ' ¢
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STORY m

Last week learnt that King Jesus has power to heal and cast out de-
mons. Today we are going to learn about something else He has the power to do.

Read and /or act out Luke 5:17-26

16



DISCUSSION —
What did King Jesus show that He had power to do in this
story?

Normally Jews of Jesus’ day would present a sacrifice at the temple to
ask for their sins to be forgiven. How easy do you think it would have been
for someone who couldn't walk to travel to Jerusalem?

Did Jesus need an animal sacrifice or temple to forgive the man’s sins?
Why do you think that was?

Jesus Himself was going to be the sacrifice when He died on the cross and
His own body was the temple, the place where God lived. Because of this,
His power was not restricted to Jerusalem, but could forgive any person in

any place, who would receive Jesus in their hearts as King!
sl

- ’
PRAYER (

Jesus has the power to forgive us for the wrong things we

have done and make us friends of God, when we ask Him to
be King of our hearts. Would you like to ask Jesus to forgive your sin and
be King of your heart?

Say sorry to God for the things you have done wrong and ask Him to for-
give you and be King of your heart.

BREAD AND WINE

Share the bread and wine together, reminding each other what the bread
and the wine symbolise and giving thanks to God for sending His Son Jesus
to save us and bring us out of the kingdom of darkness and into the king-
dom of light.

GAME—FRIEND CARRY

It took the dedication of four friends to carry the man to Je-
sus. Try these carrying races. Make sure you spread out and
if there is not enough room for everyone to race safely at once, have two
races, one after the other.

Pair up for a wheel barrow race (one child standing holds the ankles of an-
other child who walks forwards on their hands)

Piggy back races
Three legged race

In three's, Kings carriage race (two children lock wrists and form a seat

17
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for a third child to ride on)

ALTERNATIVE GAME: 2 ON A MAT

Have a sheet of newspaper between 2 children. Challenge

them to stand on the sheet without touching the ground. Then get them to
fold it in half and try again. Keep folding it in half until there is one group
left. Can try it with groups of 3 or 4 to make it even more challenging.

CRAFT
You will need printouts of the worksheet, scissors, pens, ’
tape, string

Colour in the picture and make a hole where the dot is marked. Cut out
the man on the mat and stick to the end of a piece of string. Thread the
other end through the hole to make a moving picture..
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PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOM—OUTCASTS, SINNERS, NON-RELIGIOUS

MAIN POINT
No one is too bad for God. God will forgive anyone who
chooses to repent.

WELCOME

Share news and take register

Recap session rules

PRAY

Invite a child or leader to pray for the morning

MEMORY VERSE GAME—PEG iT UP
You will need two sets of memory verse cards (pages 42-45),
pegs and string

Divide the children into two teams and line up behind the start line. The
first children race from one end of the room to the other, pick up a card
with words from the memory verse on and run back to their team. The chil-
dren take it in turns in a relay to collect all the words from the memory
verse and then peg them in order to a string hung up as a washing line.

“He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.”

Luke 1:33

STORY

Last week we read about Jesus' power to forgive. The paralysed man

was very happy to receive forgiveness and healing, but the Pharisees, the religious
leaders, were not happy. Today we are going to see who else is happy to receive Je-
sus as their King.

Read and /or act out Luke 5:27-31
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DISCUSSION
Tax collectors and sinners were who everyone thought of as
bad people. Why do you think they were so ready to accept Jesus as King?

Why do you think the religious people struggled to accept Jesus as their
King and ask for forgiveness?

We do not need to impress God with religion. No one is too bad for God.
Repentance is the way into the kingdom.

GAME—TIME TO REPENT
This game is based on what's the time Mr Wolf.

The children line up on one wall and one nominated caller who sits or
stands the other end of the room with his/her back to the rest of the
class. The children shout to the caller “What's the time Mr Prophet?” the
caller shouts a number and all the children step forward that many paces.
Then they repeat until the caller says “time to repent!”, at which they run
to the starting wall trying not to get caught by the caller. Any that are
caught become catchers for the next round.

PRAYER

Jesus has the power to forgive us for the wrong things we

have done and make us friends of God, when we ask Him to be King of our
hearts. Would you like to ask Jesus to forgive your sin and be King of your
heart?

Jesus befriended people that others didn't want to. Is there anyone in your
class at school that are often by themselves or left out of games? Ask
God to help you be a friend to that person.

CRAFT—KING OF OUR HEART
You will need printouts of the worksheet, scissors, pens, tis-
sue paper, glue and jewel stickers to decorate

Colour in the heart and crown and decorate. Fold the heart in half along
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